Saturday, December 18, 2004

Revelation 4:1-5:14


John says that he was "in the spirit" meaning that he was awake, but transported into another dimension--a vision in which God revealed a message. Visions were generally very symbolic, thus this "apocalyptic" style of writing.  Isaiah was transported to the throne of God through a vision; in a vision Ezekiel was shown a valley full of bones; and Peter was shown a sheet holding unclean animals descending from above him. 


In addition to studying what the vision of John means in its spiritual and historical context, it is worth while to take the time to try to grasp John's experience. He is standing in the midst of great events in heaven; events that are enormous and universe-changing. It must have been like being surrounded by an IMAX screen, including THX sound and 3-D. 


John is shown "what must take place". Like Isaiah he finds himself in the throne room of God. God, however, is not described in a physical sense. John, in his gospel, recorded Jesus' words that God is Spirit. No man can see Him, so He is described as being "like", and each phrase describes the brilliance emanating from Him. 


Seven continues to be a significant number implying the completeness of the scene, but in verse 4 the number twenty-four appears. Though the elders and thrones in this verse are likely purely symbolic, they are often thought to represent the twelve tribes of Israel and the twelve apostles of the New Testament. If so, then we see the truth of salvation by faith in the Promise of God (His Son) for believers who trusted God’s promise before the Cross came into history, and for us who view the Cross from this side of the Resurrection.  


John's senses are then overwhelmed by lightning and peals of thunder. God’s power seems to surround him. He sees amazing creatures that seem to be able to see all things and have the characteristics of beasts. All of the elders and these strange creatures continually cry praises to God on His throne. This sets the scene for us to understand the power and majesty of our God.

Was there really a vision for John on Patmos? Absolutely.  It was God’s message to John in a form that communicated the importance and the inevitability of the scenes about to unfold.

Chapter 5 adds the Book with Seven Seals. Again, we see the number seven reflecting the completeness, the fulfillment, of God’s will in the affairs of His creation. John is now totally wrapped up in this monumental event in his life. He begins to cry as he fears there may be none able to open the book and continue the revelation of God’s plan. Verse 5 says that only the Lamb of God, the Christ, Son of God, God Himself, can open the book.

When we see Jesus it is not likely that we will see Him as a slain Lamb with seven horns and seven eyes. This vision expressed to John and to us the completeness of our Lord as the final Sacrifice given for sin and as the powerful Lord of judgment. The Lamb is able to take the book from God and open the seals. The rest of chapter 5 concerns the worthiness of Christ to be worshiped as the Father is worshiped. It is an affirmation that Jesus was who He said He was, and that His Resurrection confirms all of this to be true. 
